First United Methodist Church—600 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
Online at: fumc-clarion.org

Worship Services
Sunday mornings
8:30 and 11:00am

Sunday School
9:45am
Classes for all ages

September 2022 Edition

Live Stream

Both services streamed live
on YouTube
11:00am on 94.1FM

Hello Church!
Some years ago a couple was leaving worship. They were prominent in the community, living in the world.
We didn't often see them in church, but they were here today. That's a good thing.
The woman paused, stepped back in and shared with me an observation: "You really believe in spiritual
things, don't you?" There was wonder in her voice, surprise, and I think, appreciation. That's a good thing,
too. The Spirit had awakened something within, and was inviting her to draw near that she may know the
presence of the living God. We all live in the world, but how special it is to belong to the Body of Christ,
the active membership of the church. Life is about believers being out in the world, and also about those
moments of being "called" back to the Body of Christ, the Church.
Have you noticed, regardless of the profession or line of work, that there are some persons who are only
going through the motions? They contribute little, tend to complain, are always there for payday, and always
seem on the edge of quitting. Then there are more persons who are reliably there, get their work done, are
cordial, and can generally be counted upon. But there are also a few special superstars. They are always
present, almost always with a smile. They make eye contact. They tend to quietly do the little things beyond
job descriptions that make the office hum smoothly. They make it their business to learn everything about
their work and mission. They care about their work, and they genuinely care about their colleagues. They
appreciate the reliable ones, being part of "the team,” and worry about those just only going through the
motions, encouraging, providing tips, even if to no avail. They realize that there are some, regrettably, who
fall away and leave. But those who stay and persevere become like family, cherished. These are the office
shepherds, the office pastors. Often you discover, not surprisingly, that they are also similarly active in their
church, part of the Body of Christ. Shepherds, pastors. The flock is not only in the Church, but also in the
world.
Your church leadership is now preparing nominations to recognize and lift up those who are the shepherds of
the flock. Different gifts and graces, of course. Finance is a little different from membership care, and
membership care from worship, and worship from trustees, and trustees from technology and
communications, yet all have the same root characteristics. God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is
always near the center of their being. They are present. They quietly do the things that make a church
smoothly hum. They bring experience and knowledge and enjoy the opportunity to learn and experience new
things. They genuinely care about their faith, and the people about them, even at first meeting. It's a God
thing.
This is a great time to write on your worship attendance cards notes about where you think you'd like to
spiritually serve, and also "nominate" the names of others whom you would like to lift up. Wondering about
things? Call the church office, or talk to any officer of the church. They care about the church, and they care
about you.
There are at least a few persons who have said they would like to know more about joining our church.
In October we will be starting a new class to provide information about our beliefs. Let us know if you are one
of the ones interested—we love getting to know you and helping you to know us.
Pastor John
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CONSIDER GIVING TO
THE MEMORIAL FUND

Memorials July 12 – August 14, 2022
In memory of Edward Elliott
Given by Mr. and Mrs. William Kodrich (Memorial Fund)

When a loved one dies,
keeping his or her memory alive
is a way of honoring his or her life
and finding comfort in
your own life as a survivor.
Consider contributing a gift
to your church’s Memorial Fund
as a tribute to someone
you loved or have known.

Our deepest sympathies go out to the family and friends of Hazel Violet Guntrum.
Hazel joined our congregation on January 22, 1995 and passed from this life on August 15.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Janice Murphy, Deb Whisner, and their families
on the loss of Janice’s husband, Robert L. Murphy, Jr. Robert joined our congregation on
March 29, 1959 and passed from this life on August 19.

Please call the church office for an address if you wish to send your prayers and cards.

Pat and the Houben family would like to thank everyone for your thoughts and prayers for Caleb.
Thank the Lord for getting him home safe!
Pat Houben
Dear FUMC Family,
I would like to send out my thanks for the gift I received from the church. The Bible provided is truly beautiful
and I will forever treasure it.
Sincerely,
Kaegan Phillips

Dear FUMC Family,
Thank you so much for your kindness toward me and my brother. Thank you not just for the gorgeous Bible,
but also your continued support toward our family over the years.
Kade Phillips

Thank you for your love and support of Next Step! We are blown away with how God is working! Let us know
how we can serve you!

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

~2~

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

News from the Corner - September 2022
Love Cupboard Food Pantry
A special thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who help stock, deliver, carry out and distribute the
items each month for the Love Cupboard Food Pantry! In AUGUST, we were able to serve 48 households,
which included 15 new families, for a total of 98 individuals. Those families were made up of 53 adults,
28 seniors, and 17 children.
The donation item for the month of September is CANNED FRUIT.
Please place your donations in the wooden box located in the Gathering Area.
Please Note: Perishable items are now available. Distribution occurs on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 4:00pm-5:30pm.
As we close out the summer, we evidenced the need for families to get help with their food needs for
themselves and their loved ones. We serve a variety of needs with a good selection of goods. We have
recently added some staples of bread, milk, eggs, frozen protein, and cheese when available.
These distribution items have been very well received. The biggest challenge of these items is having
the right amount of each item to handle the needs of the distribution. We are experiencing a gradual
increase in our guests visiting for this event. In August we shared some school supplies with families that
had school age children. In the month of June we started sharing a devotional with our guests, which has
gone over very well; it will be necessary to increase our quantities to share with our friends.
But it goes without saying, this only happens with the generosity of our church and our community. We have
been blessed with funds coming in and volunteers who share their time and talents to make this all happen.
We welcome all who would be willing to serve in any way. We need shoppers, truck unloaders,
clerical skilled persons, and servers who assist the guests. Check in with the church office and join the team
of mission oriented people. The feeling of giving of yourself is the reward.

Kids2Kids is a mission outreach group for kids in kindergarten through grade 6. We meet the second
Sunday of every month during the 11:00 worship service. We would love to work with you on missions for
kids of all ages! Please join us beginning September 11 for our kickoff event!
Kids2Kids Schedule—Fall, 2022
September 11: Kick off Kids2Kids—Introduction, Planning and Outreach
October 9: Packing Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child
November 13: FUNdraising Event!
December 11: Christmas Missions

LIBRARY TIME
It is hard to believe that our summer is wrapping up and we now need to gear up for school and the fall
months that will soon be here. Ms. Jonna & Ms. Lynne are looking forward to spending time with all of you
on the 3rd Sunday of each month following the Children's Message during the 11:00am Worship
Service.
We will "FALL"OWJesus by sharing some Bible lessons and stories with you, having a game or craft,
and growing in our love for God and each other. Please join us!!
See you in September!! Oh . . . and don't forget to take Jesus to school with you!
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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September 1
Josie Shirey
Braydyn Simpson

September 20
Kay Curll
Lisa McClaine
Pamela Runyan
Carol Stolzenbach

September 2
Joyce Himes
Randy Reitz
September 3
Bonita Bailey
Nicole Carey
Cheryl Douthit
Christopher Ingram Jr.
Shawn Kiser
September 4
Tyler Lewis

September 5
Sally Byers
Terry Latour
Evan Uber
September 6
Cindy Fleming
David Horner
Kara Raehsler
Kirke Wise
September 8
Loretta Miller
Sarah Siegel
James Staab

September 9
Patricia Dolby
Lily Ann Kinney
Penny Mendenhall
September 10
William Fleming
Julie McCormick
Jennifer Pappas
Gabe Simko

September 11
Dick Beck
Jaci Stewart
September 12
Jeremy Kinney
September 13
Bryan Burns
September 14
Janet Wetzel
Sarah Williams
September 15
Sue Ann Boyles
Jacque Nuss
Bill Young
September 16
Judy Grimm
September 17
Brittany Bennett
September 18
Grace Schill
September 19
Laura Heasley
Taylor Ripple
Kristen Thompson
Mindi Verdill

September 21
Stephanie Brinkley
Mark Luderer
September 22
Olivia McCormick
September 23
Lawson Girt
Michael Kitchen
Michael Verdill

September 24
Wayne Chuculate
Amy Hurrelbrink
September 25
Bryce Brinkley
Becky Lengel
Jerry Spangler
September 26
Larry McFadden
Donna Scott
September 29
Connie Caro
Ellen Myers
September 30
John Bartley
Sandy Bowser
Tracy Cherico
Bo Hartzell
Spencer Shirey
Daniel Stitt III
Mattilynn Wayland

A part-time position open in our church—Director of Christian Education
This part-time and paid position averages ten hours a week. This position was most recently held by
Marlene Steiner, who retired last August. Initially retiring from teaching, Marlene found being director of
education to be an ideal way to do something meaningful while serving her church. This opportunity is great
for a person of faith who would enjoy sharing the gift of our faith with others, while also learning more
themselves! Although you are welcome to help teach, teaching is not required. This position is primarily a
coordinating and equipping position. You would work with and be assisted by the Education Committee of
our church and our Church Council. You would assist and help lead the Education Committee and our
teachers in setting up the programs of Sunday School, Adult Education, and Vacation Bible School.
One of the key areas would be helping to identify and select study topics and curriculums, and help our
teaching staff understand the curriculum strengths. You do not need to be a member of our church in order
to apply. Feel free to share this opportunity and refer quality people our way. If interested, inquire through
the office, or contact Mr. Bill Bailey, chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee (our committee for paid
personnel).
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Thursday September 1, 2022
10:00am Dulcimer Club Practice (Room 102)
6:00pm
Music Department Picnic
(dining room or outside)
Sunday September 4, 2022
6:30pm
No Youth Group Meeting
Monday September 5, 2022
Labor Day
Office Closed
Tuesday September 6, 2022
6:30pm
Christian Education Meeting
(Room 102/Online)
Thursday September 8, 2022
12:00pm United Women in Faith - Naomi Circle
(Room 102)
Saturday September 10, 2022
3:00pm
Youth Group Annual Kickoff Rally
(Rhoades' Camp)
Sunday September 11, 2022
9:00am
Children’s Chimes Practice (Room 212)
9:15am
Children’s Bells Practice (Room 212)
9:30am
Children's Singing Time (Room 200)
6:00pm
Community Choir Practice
6:30pm
No Youth Group Meeting
Tuesday September 13, 2022
6:45am
Youth Group Breakfast (County Seat)
6:30pm
Trustees Meeting (Room 102)

Wednesday September 14, 2022
5:30pm
Memorial Garden Social
Hosted by United Methodist Men
Thursday September 15, 2022
2:00pm
Clarion Civics Group (Room 102)

Saturday September 17, 2022
9:30am
Franklin District United Women in Faith
Annual Meeting (Various Rooms)
Sunday September 18, 2022
9:00am
Children’s Chimes Practice (Room 212)
9:15am
Children’s Bells Practice (Room 212)
9:30am
Children's Singing Time (Room 200)
6:30pm
Youth Group Meeting (Room 001)
Monday September 19, 2022
5:30pm
Kiwanis (Room 102)
Tuesday September 20, 2022
6:30pm
Finance Committee (Room 102)
6:30pm
United Women in Faith - Ruth Circle
(Conference Room - 2nd Floor)
Wednesday September 21, 2022
4:00pm
Love Cupboard Food Pantry
Thursday September 22, 2022
10:00am Second Harvest Delivery
Saturday September 24, 2022
Old Time Fiddlers Competition
Sunday September 25, 2022
6:00pm
Community Choir Practice
6:30pm
Youth Group ALF Go Uptown and Eat
Monday September 26, 2022
6:30pm
Charge Conference MCM Manor UMC
6:30pm
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Tuesday September 27, 2022
6:30pm
Church Council (Room 102)
Wednesday September 28, 2022
7:00am
Youth Group - See You At the Pole
Friday September 30, 2022
ALF Craft Day - Office Closed
7:30am
Parking for Craft Day

Regular and Weekly Meetings
Sunday
8:30am

Worship Service
(Sanctuary, YouTube)
9:45am
Sunday School Adult Classes
(Call the Church Office for more info)
11:00am Contemporary Service (Sanctuary,
1300AM, 94.1FM, YouTube)
Monday
5:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Adult Bell Choir Practice
Boy Scouts Troop 51 (Various Rooms)
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Tuesday
10:00am Staff Meeting
12:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Room 004)

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

Wednesday
8:00am
Journey for Men (Room 102)
7:00pm
Worship Service (Wesley Chapel)
Thursday
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:45pm
8:00pm

Cub Scouts Pack 51 (Various Rooms)
Voice Lessons (Wesley Chapel)
NA Setup (Room 102)
NA Group (Room 102)

Friday
9:00am

Sit 'n Stitch (Room 102)

All dates are subject to change.
Please check the website for current schedule.
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The Youth Group of First United Methodist Church of Clarion is a ministry for all youth
ages 12 (7th grade) - 18 (senior). We welcome church members and their friends to
join our ministry. If you are interested in joining our Youth Group, please contact the
Youth Director at youthdirector@fumc-clarion.org.

September 2022 Activities
September 4 — No Youth Group
September 10 — Youth Group Kickoff Rally
at the Rhoades’ Camp
September 11 — No Youth Group
September 13 — Breakfast at County Seat
September 18 — Meeting 6:30pm-8:00pm
September 25 — Meeting 6:30pm-8:00pm

ALF Parking Tickets

September 30 — Park Cars for ALF
October 1 — Park Cars for ALF

Our Annual Kickoff Rally will be held on
Sunday, September 10 at the Rhoades’
Camp. Start time is 3:00pm. Bring a
covered dish, lawn chairs, and your family.
Hotdogs and beverages will be provided.
All 7th graders are welcome to join us.
If interested, please email the youth
director for directions.

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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The Youth Group will once again be
selling parking tickets for
Autumn Leaf Festival.
The cost of the ticket is $10.00 each
and they are available in the church office.
They will also be available after each
church service on Sunday, September 18
and 25. Craft Day Schedule is 7:30am3:00pm and Parade Day Schedule is
9:00am-12:00pm.
Please support the Youth Group’s efforts
in raising money for our
regular Youth Group activities.
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The Franklin District annual meeting of the United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) will be
held in our church on Saturday, September 17.
The day starts at 9:00 with morning refreshments, and the program begins at 9:30.
Our speakers for the day are Randy Datsko of the WPA Prison Outreach Ministry and Judy Schreckengost
of Clarion County’s Promise.
The day also includes a memorial service and communion led by Pastor Nancy Zahn.
We would love to have you join us for the day.
Please let Mary Brooks, Karen Vandermeer, or Mary Jo Ford know if you plan to attend.
Rally Day and Church Picnic Celebration
The annual Rally Day celebration was held in conjunction with the All Church Picnic on Sunday, August 28,
at the Eagle’s Pavilion. It was the kickoff for a new year of worshipping and learning together. Members and
guests enjoyed time at 10:00am to reconnect with their Sunday School classes. The worship service,
conducted by Rev. John Flower, was held at 11:00am, with special music led by The Messengers. A picnic
lunch, provided by the Fellowship Team, was served at noon. Children had an opportunity to spend time in
activities coordinated by the Christian Education Team.
We hope that everyone who attended this re-gathering of our church family for a time of worship, fellowship,
and good food enjoyed the day! Plan to join us again next year on August 27, 2023!

Working with Darren Mackenzie, the Nominating Committee of our church is building a vision for an even
more dynamic communications and technology department in our church. We want to break this down
into smaller and manageable pieces—we are looking for persons of every age group who have a
passion to learn and help with particular aspects of this, and also a visionary person that would find
pleasure in helping recruit and deploy persons to build this team network.
Reporters - there are so many things this church does - the goodness should be creatively told and shared.
Every small group might have a reporter as well as reporters at large.
Newsletter Layout - this is a creative art - have you enjoyed doing this in other endeavors?
PowerPoint - a small team of persons to creatively do the PowerPoint slides we use in worship and special
activities.
Live Streaming - running the camera for worship - almost like a TV producer!
Chat Room Hosts - we have the capability, and already have a piece of it, but we need persons to help us
create an online community, an online extension of our church.
Sound Technology - one or more persons to learn the sound board with Darren Mackenzie.
Software Trainers - to learn and to teach our church management software program to staff and volunteers.
Visionary - the person who can see the big picture, help pull it together, and still dream of what might come
next . . .
Together, this team of individuals will help make this church and community be a better place to live. Do one
of these things sound like you? Ask us about it! Maybe it doesn't, but you know someone in the church,
perhaps a youth, or maybe not even a member but a potential "friend" of the church who would be wonderful
- see if they might be interested. Call the church office for more information, or ask Bill Bailey, Connie Aaron,
Cindy Beck, Pastor John, or Darren Mackenzie.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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The Adult Bell Choir is looking for a few more ringers to join in on making a joyful noise unto the Lord. If you
would like to ring or learn how to ring, please contact the church office or see one of the ringers. We meet
Monday evenings from 5:30 - 6:30pm in the bell room behind the balcony.
Wednesday Evenings in the Garden
Second Wednesday of the month
5:30pm to 7:00pm
September 14 – United Methodist Men
October – TBA
Plan to attend our summer evening gatherings in the memorial garden, which were so popular last year.
Good food and friendly fellowship!
Rain location: Dining Room

The COLLEGE OUTREACH PROGRAM'S goal is to connect with our young adults who are:
*attending a distant university
*attending Clarion University and living in a dorm/apartment
*attending Clarion University and living at home
*serving in the military
We send holiday cards, gift cards, devotional materials, and boxes of snacks throughout the school year.
If you would like your young adult to be in our program, please send the following information to the church
office:
*name of student
*school address and name of school
*birthdate
*any food allergies

Saturday Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast will not meet in summer. It will resume in October.
Van Trip to Scripture Rocks Heritage Park, Brookville
Thursday, October 6
Depart the church at 11:00am
Bring a sack lunch and enjoy it at the shelter before embarking on a hike through the 1.5-mile gravelcovered pathways, which wind through more than 60 boulders carved with the philosophy and
tribulations of Douglas Stahlman in the early 1900s. Each engraved rock is individually numbered and
corresponds to a trail guide, providing insight to its meaning. Information panels along the trails also help tell
the story of Stahlman and highlight other aspects of the park including local history, lumber heritage, wildlife,
geology, and a small prehistoric archaeological site located within the park.
As a reminder, the trails are not ADA accessible. If you have issues walking on uneven ground or slopes,
this is not the trip for you. For more information, visit www.scripturerocks.com.
Please make a reservation by calling the church office by October 3. In the event of inclement weather
the trip will be rescheduled.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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THANK YOU!

A sincere thank you to the 28 persons who responded to the Fellowship Interest Survey. Your input will
assist the team in planning events for the upcoming year.
Based on the suggestions you provided, the events we hope to sponsor will be the following:
 Painting Night: Paint Your Own Masterpiece—watch for this event after Christmas
 Movie Nights—more of our traditional movie nights and possibly an outdoor movie night
next summer!
 Food Truck in the parking lot
Of course, we will continue to plan for Carols Around the Table in December, and other traditional events.
There will no doubt be another trip to Sight and Sound in 2023. Although a few people expressed that they
“might” be interested in an overnight trip to the Ark, there was not enough interest to move forward at this
time.
The Car Cruise is on the back burner for now, but if enough car enthusiasts wish to work on this event, we
will certainly help where we can.
We continue to welcome your input at any time, so keep us posted on your interests.
Thank you,
The Fellowship Team

July 2022 Finance from the CORNER
General Budget

Receipts

Expenditures

Forecast

$28,681

$32,911

Actual

$40,584

$31,818

Living Stones Loan Balance

$76,719

First United Methodist Church of Clarion’s stewardship remains strong as we are normally in the "dog days"
of the summer. Not the case in 2022! We actually forecast a deficit for the month, but ended up with
offerings received being almost $9,000 more than our expenses. In addition to this, we paid our monthly
Living Stones Loan payment plus several thousand dollars more toward the principal reduction. The Church
leadership thanks you for your commitment to support your church financially as well as your time, your
talents, and your commitment to support each other and our community.
The church library has books for all ages. There are picture books for preschoolers. Young children will
find a good collection of easy readers. More advanced readers will find nice juvenile and young adult fiction
and non-fiction collections. For example, Noah’s Ark by Rod Campbell has great drawings to accompany a
simple story of the great flood for little ones. Church Summer Cramp (not a typo) by Mike Thaler is written
and illustrated for children who can read and love crazy pictures. E-mail from God For Teens by Claire
Cloninger and Curt Cloninger has many short messages for busy teens. Come explore the church library.

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Newsletters and Pastor John’s sermons are now available online for you to view,
listen to, and/or download. If you prefer to receive your newsletter by email instead of print,
or if you have any questions, suggestions or information for our website,
please email Darren Mackenzie at communications@fumc-clarion.org.

PLEASE NOTE “MAILER” SCHEDULE
Upcoming Mailers: Items for the
October newsletter need to be
submitted by Thursday, September 15.
Thank you!
To submit information: If you would like to
submit information for the mailer, please
contact the church office at 814-226-6660 or by
email to communications@fumc-clarion.org.

Any items for the Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child
“Shoebox” ministry will be accepted at any time.
During the month of September—School Supplies (pencils, pens, markers, erasers,
pencil sharpeners, scissors, glue sticks, stickers, smaller size notebooks, rulers,
calculators (no batteries) etc.) may be placed in the wooden box located in
the Gathering Area.
Also, monetary donations to help with shipping costs will be accepted at any time.
Please clearly mark a monetary donation for shipping as “shoeboxes postage” and
place it in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office.
Thank you for your support.

HOSPITALIZED?

If you or a family member is going to be placed in the
hospital, or have upcoming surgery, please notify the church office so that the church and
pastor may come and minister to you. You may call the church office at 226-6660 or in
emergency, the pastor on his cell at 412-974-8260.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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