First United Methodist Church—600 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
Online at: fumc-clarion.org

Worship Services
Sunday mornings
8:30 and 11:00am

Sunday School
9:45am
Classes for all ages

August 2022 Edition

Live Stream

Both services streamed live
on YouTube
11:00am on 94.1FM

Hello Church!
First, some fun things—we are closing out July on Sunday the 31st with a combined service of worship at
9:30am (not 8:30 or 11:00). All our music groups will be participating. Then, on Wednesday August
10th we are having our next All Church Social in the Memorial garden behind the church. Come when
you are able, beginning at 5:30pm. At 7:00pm our Messengers will be leading an evening devotional service
before heading home. We will close out summer and head into the fall with our grand All Church Picnic and
Rally Day at Eagle’s pavilion on August 28th. We will be presenting to the new third graders, as well as
older children who may be new, a good youth study Bible to use at home and Sunday School. Let the church
office know if your youth is one of these children, so we can personalize their Bible and be ready for
presentation.
Inside this newsletter you will read that ten persons joined our church last month. They bring to our midst
their love for God and for you. Be sure to welcome them as you meet them. In the same way, be sure to
congratulate the graduates as they prepare for future pathways. They too are listed in this letter. May God
travel with each.
Roe versus Wade has surfaced into the national conversation as the court decided that rather than a federal
matter the considerations belong to state governments. Several have asked what the church thinking is, so
we have included an article recently published by the General Church.
We are including a list of our members with whom we have lost touch. Regretfully, we do not have a good
address or phone for them, or if we do, they are not responding to us. If they do not reconnect with us we will
remove their membership at next Charge Conference, until such time as they return to us and make
arrangements to reaffirm their faith. Hopefully they have already connected to a church in their new locations.
Always keep in mind Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.
There should never be a time when we simply “lose” touch with our members. When you came before the
church and made your vows to God to be faith members, the existing membership also vowed to walk with
and beside you in faith, to strengthen and uplift you. To help prevent a falling away from happening in the
future, we are seeking to start a church visitation team, members who love God and love God’s people, and
who will regularly visit in the homes of the church. Their visits will be friendly hellos and updates of church
news and happenings, and those of your own lives, so that we may pray and care for you, and you for us.
If you would like to be a part of this ministry of love, contact Pastor John or the church office.
So, as we move through the summer toward Rally Day, continue to be strong in the Lord! Oh! And don’t
forget to return your membership data and your Fellowship Committee surveys that were recently given out in
your choice of hard copy or electronic. If you didn’t receive these requests, call or pick them up.
Pastor John
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Memorials May 25, 2022 – July 11, 2022
In memory of Edward Elliott
Given by Mary Brooks (Memorial Fund)
Given by Jonathan and Lisbeth Brown (Memorial Fund)
Given by Dorothy Elliott (Memorial Fund)
Given by Mary Jo Ford (Memorial Fund)
Given by Jan Hartle (Memorial Fund)
Given by Florence Norris (Memorial Fund)
In memory of Karen Luderer
Given by Dr. Robert Luderer (Karen Luderer Scholarship Fund)

CONSIDER GIVING TO
THE MEMORIAL FUND
When a loved one dies,
keeping his or her memory alive
is a way of honoring his or her life
and finding comfort in
your own life as a survivor.
Consider contributing a gift
to your church’s Memorial Fund
as a tribute to someone
you loved or have known.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Linda and Larry Warnick and their families on the loss of
Linda’s mother, Ethyl Nylene Kerr. Ethyl joined our congregation on September 7, 1980
and passed from this life on June 3.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Dorothy Elliott and her family on the loss of Dorothy’s
husband, Edward Elliott. Ed joined our congregation on November 24, 2013 and passed from
this life on June 15.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Lloyd F. “Bud” Weaver and his family on the loss of his
wife, Lana Weaver. Lana joined our congregation on July 31, 1988 and passed from this life
on June 30.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Ron and Tina Bennett and their families on the loss of
Tina’s father, Joseph Lesik. Joseph passed from this life on July 4.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Elaine Moore and her family on the loss of her husband,
John Robert Moore. Bob joined our congregation on May 15, 1960 and passed
from this life on July 5.

Please call the church office for an address if you wish to send your prayers and cards.

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Thank you First United Methodist Church of Clarion for the donations toward the projects of Guatemala.
May God bless you always!
Lulu and Rich
Thank you for all the cards and prayers. They seem to be working!
Love,
Libby Stolzenbach
To the Funeral Dinner Committee,
Thank you all so very much for the lovely ham dinner you all prepared and served to our guests following
Ed’s funeral service at our church.
We’ve received numerous favorable comments about how well things were organized as well as the delicious
food.
Thank you for your help and kindness when I needed it the most.
Love,
Dorothy Elliott
Hello Lynne,
Jack and I had a great time with the students and staff of your congregation for VBS. Jack will be ninety this
year and he is starting to realize that he can make a difference in other people's lives with his stories about
his Abanaki Indian heritage. My Indian heritage is the Seneca Nation of New York, on my father's side. I am
of the turtle clan, onawora in Seneca. Two weeks after we visited your church, we went to the Eastern
Delaware Nation pow wow in Forksville, PA. You ringing the church bells was wonderful when Jack and I
departed; thank you, for that was inspirational. The very best to you and your church family—stay young,
keep doing what you do, as it makes the world better.
Skennon goh wah!
Paul

Thank you to all who contributed to the Native American Ministries. The children brought in $489 during
the week of Vacation Bible School and that was followed up by the congregation bringing in another
$600. 50% of those monies will be used in our conference; 25% goes toward scholarships for Native
Americans attending United Methodist schools of theology; 25% will go for Native American urban
development/programs.

Graduate Recognitions
We are aware of the following persons associated with our church who graduated this spring—
congratulations! May God be with them as each moves on to new endeavors!
Jackson Bell, son of Rev. Dr. Jonathan Bell and Ann Bell, from North Clarion High School
Gavin Robert Hoover, son of Brain and Marcie Hoover, from Clarion Area High School
Olivia Rose Kiser, daughter of Phillip and Kelly Kiser, from Clarion Area High School
Benjamin Phillips, son of Jamie and Marilee Phillips, from Clarion Area High School
Samuel Phillips, son of Jamie and Marilee Phillips, from Clarion Area High School
Gavin Sanders, son of Tammy and Marty Sanders, from A-C Valley High School & VoTech (welding)
Christian Simko, son of November and Eric Simko, from Clarion Area High School
Payton Simko, daughter of November and Eric Simko, from Clarion Area High School
Keyanuna Valimont, daughter of Shayla Valimont, from Keystone High School
Sydney Katherine Kiser, daughter of Eric and Stacy Kiser, from Gannon University,
BS in Health Sciences
Alexandra Nicole Vega, daughter of Juanice and Tony Vega, from Clarion University,
BS in Environmental Biology
Erin Lewis, from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, PhD in Communications

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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The Adult Bell Choir is looking for a few more ringers to join in on making a joyful noise unto the Lord. If you
would like to ring or learn how to ring, please contact the church office or see one of the ringers. We meet
Monday evenings from 5:30 - 6:30pm in the bell room behind the balcony.

Wednesday Evenings in the Garden
Second Wednesday of the month
5:30pm to 7:00pm

August 10 – Saving Grace Class, host
with treats from The Meadows
September 14 – United Methodist Men
October – TBA
Plan to attend our summer evening gatherings in the memorial garden, which were so popular last year.
Good food and friendly fellowship!
Special Wednesday Night Worship Service
On Wednesday, August 10 at 7:00pm we will have a Worship service in the Sanctuary with The Messengers
performing music. We hope to see everyone there!

Pizza and a Movie: The Story of Ruth
Friday, August 12 in the church Gathering Area
Pizza served at 5:30pm
Movie at 6:00pm
Reservations by August 10
This Sight and Sound production follows the improbable journey of Ruth and Naomi,
two destitute widows whose faith in God and in each other
ignites a chain of events that changes the course of history.
Alert! Members and staff of the church have, on an ongoing and random basis,
been receiving fraudulent requests by both email and text message. These scam
requests are allegedly from our pastor, another staff member, our bishop, or some
other known leader asking people to buy gift cards or send money for some seemingly
good purpose. Because any one of these church members indicates that he or she is
"so busy," these fake emails/text messages instruct you not to call the office or contact
the sender of the email/text.
THIS IS A SCAM. Don't EVER do what these scammers request of you. Do NOT
even respond to the criminal. Just delete these messages.
If in doubt, telephone the church office.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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August 2
Lon Fiscus
Kierstin Krepps
Leslie Latour
Addison Lyle
August 3
Gretchen Porter
Katie Wolbert
August 4
Phillip Kiser
Logan Kuriger
Tom Nale
August 5
David Cyphert Sr.
Chong Min Park
Bonnie Stehle
August 7
Scott Allen
August 8
Sarah Kuehn
August 9
Robert Gourley
Matthew Luderer
Brenda Schierberl

August 25
Carter Brooks
Connie Hale
Jean Zamzow

August 10
April Iseler
Rev. Gene Lenk
Brian Reitz
August 11
Kelley Beck
Jason Brinkley
Luke Gulnac
Adam Kiser
Barbara Runyan
Alexander Sciandra
Dirk Vandermeer
August 12
Jayne Daugherty
Kenton Porter
August 13
Zachary Austin
Briana Hawkins
Gabriella Texter
Nancy Zahn

August 14
Eileen Heasley
August 16
Crystal Anderson
James Mays Jr.
Gabriella Wagner
August 17
Donna Lewis
Mary Shaffer
August 18
David Boyles
Michele Howard
Mark Pasquarette
August 19
Avery Fenstermaker
Hazel Guntrum
Janie Reynolds

August 20
Jeremy Lechner
Karen McElree
Bill Mills
August 21
Mary Brooks
Cathy Chuculate
Mimi Vowinckel
August 22
Bill Franklin
Clifford Himes
Libby Stolzenbach
August 23
Caralyn Stevenson
August 24
Jessica Funk
Brayden Meterko

August 26
Janina Jolley
Courtney Lyle
August 27
Lacie Lewis
Howard Rhoades Jr.
August 28
Merle Wetzel
Christy Wolbert
August 29
William Glasser Jr.
August 30
Piper Hoover
Brady Texter
August 31
James Fagley
Sam Mahle
Riley Robertson
Darlene Slaugenhaupt

A part-time position open in our church—Director of Christian Education
This part-time and paid position averages ten hours a week. This position was most recently held by
Marlene Steiner, who retired last August. Initially retiring from teaching, Marlene found being director of
education to be an ideal way to do something meaningful while serving her church. This opportunity is great
for a person of faith who would enjoy sharing the gift of our faith with others, while also learning more
themselves! Although you are welcome to help teach, teaching is not required. This position is primarily a
coordinating and equipping position. You would work with and be assisted by the Education Committee of
our church and our Church Council. You would assist and help lead the Education Committee and our
teachers in setting up the programs of Sunday School, Adult Education, and Vacation Bible School.
One of the key areas would be helping to identify and select study topics and curriculums, and help our
teaching staff understand the curriculum strengths. You do not need to be a member of our church in order
to apply. Feel free to share this opportunity and refer quality people our way. If interested, inquire through
the office, or contact Mr. Bill Bailey, chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee (our committee for paid
personnel).

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Monday August 1, 2022
5:30pm
Kiwanis (Room 102)
Tuesday August 2, 2022
6:30pm
Christian Education Meeting (Room 102)
Friday August 5, 2022
9:00am
Volkwein’s Music Sacred
Choral Reading (Pittsburgh)
Saturday August 6, 2022
9:30am
United Women in Faith
Franklin District Retreat
Tuesday August 9, 2022
6:30pm
Trustees Meeting (Room 102)
Wednesday August 10, 2022
8:00am
Journey for Men (Room 102)
5:30pm
Summer Memorial Garden Social
7:00pm
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Thursday August 11, 2022
2:00pm
Clarion Civics Group (Room 102)
Friday August 12, 2022
5:30pm
Pizza and Movie Night

Monday August 15, 2022
10:00am Pastors One on One
(Conference Room - 2nd Floor)
5:30pm
Kiwanis (Room 102)
Tuesday August 16, 2022
6:30pm
Finance Committee (Room 102)

Wednesday August 17, 2022
9:00am
“David” Trip (Sight and Sound)
4:00pm
Love Cupboard Food Pantry
Tuesday August 23, 2022
6:30pm
Fellowship Committee Meeting
(Room 102)
Thursday August 25, 2022
10:00am Second Harvest Delivery
Saturday August 27, 2022
Food Prep for Picnic
Sunday August 28, 2022
10:00am Rally Day & Church Picnic
(Eagle’s Pavilion)

Regular and Weekly Meetings
Sunday
8:30am

Worship Service
(Sanctuary, YouTube)
9:45am
Sunday School Adult Classes
(Call the Church Office for more info)
11:00am Contemporary Service (Sanctuary,
1300AM, 94.1FM, YouTube)
Monday
5:30pm
6:30pm

Adult Bell Choir Practice
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Tuesday
10:00am Staff Meeting
12:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Room 004)

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

Wednesday
8:00am
Journey for Men (Room 102)
7:00pm
Worship Service (Wesley Chapel)
Thursday
6:30pm
Voice Lessons (Wesley Chapel)
6:45pm
NA Setup (Room 102)
8:00pm
NA Group (Room 102)
Friday
9:00am

Sit 'n Stitch (Room 102)

All dates are subject to change.
Please check the website for current schedule.

~7~

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

New Members Welcomed to First United Methodist Church of Clarion
During the month of June, ten new members were officially welcomed into the family of believers at
First United Methodist Church of Clarion.
Three of the new members were youth who were participants in the Confirmation Class.
The new members were welcomed by their church family at a reception between services on June 5th.
Since 1889, when members first stood at the altar in this church, we have gathered together seeking a higher
understanding of God, the Bible, and the Christian way of life. We are grateful today for each one of you that
you have found your way here and that you have decided to make a commitment to this faith community.
We hope that as members of this church you will allow yourselves to know and to be known, to minister to
and to be ministered unto, to love and to be loved by this congregation.

By Profession of Faith – Confirmation Class

Caralyn Marie Stevenson
By Transfer

Lila Ann Gourley

Mattilyn Jean Wayland

Jordonna Nicole Bowser
from New Bethlehem
Presbyterian Church

Samuel Eugene Mahle
from Miola Presbyterian
Church
By Profession of Faith

Lynne Karen Flower
from Heritage United
Methodist Church,
Ligonier

Amy Jo Wolbert and Dana Lee Wolbert
By Reaffirmation of Faith

Kimberly S. Girts
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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2022 Annual Work Camp Was a Big Success
In June 2022, the Youth Group with the help of many adults from our congregation, traveled to Miola, PA to
start building a home for one of our very own youth group alumnus, Ben Krupnik, and his family, Thao and
Leia. When we arrived, there was a cement pad where his future home would stand. The youth were up for
the task and accomplished many things in the four days that we worked there. From building walls,
preparing roof trusses, carrying and stacking lumber, the youth took on the task of learning and building with
their very own hands. Over the years we have seen these experiences help our youth group gain special
skills that they will use again in their life. Go figure, the years that Ben spent in youth group and beyond
helping us with our Habitat for Humanity projects really has come back full circle and blessed him with the
skills to build his own home. Makes a Youth Director’s heart skip a beat.
During the week we were also blessed to help Caroline Wright at her home. The girls worked on power
washing her sidewalks and back patio. With three power washers going strong, we were able to tackle that
in a morning. Power washing is not for the faint of heart lol.
Finally on the last day, the girls checked Pat Houben’s gutters and found everything in working order.
Pat blessed us with her awesome cookies and we were on our way.
I would like to take the time to thank the many adults who helped in some way throughout the week.
Work Crew: Ben Krupnik, Howard Rhoades, Randy Reitz, Randy Cathcart, Jacque Nuss,
Jason Brinkley, Will Craddock, Tim Stephenson, Jesse Lewis, Gavin Brinkley, Vaughn Curll, Kade Phillips,
Kaegan Phillips, Darren Mackenzie
Kitchen Crew: Stephanie Brinkley, Caroline Wright, Jean Mills, Mary and Willie Wilson and the
Kiwanis Club, Barb Krupnik, Thao Krupnik
Communion: Pastor Arnie Rhodes
Water Crew: Judy Curll, Jonna Matson, Jacque Nuss, Peggy Jo Staab
Photography/Videography: Julie Mackenzie, Darren Mackenzie, Jacque Nuss
Youth: Bryce Brinkley, Lauren Brinkley, Allison Acey, Seth Weckerly, Tyler Lewis, Jameson McIlwain,
Caralyn Stevenson, Mattie Wayland, Natalie Shevock
A big thank you to the church staff—Mary Jo, Wayne, and Randy—for helping us throughout the week as we
made the church our home.
So, for all of you out there who may want to participate, our next adventure will be in June 2023. Hope to
see you there. We also will be having a presentation on this year’s work camp in August/September.
Stay tuned for details.

The youth group director is preparing the fall schedule. It will be available soon. If you are interested in
joining the youth group, please contact Shelly Rhoades at 814-226-6660 or youthdirector@fumc-clarion.org.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Abortion is a very emotional subject to discuss; even more so to live through. If you read below, you may find
that the United Methodist Church has developed a thoughtful and compassionate position regarding abortion.
There are some members of our church for whom the national news and discussion has reawakened
moments of their past, or even present. There may be a few who would like to be able to share and process
with a person of trust. Feel free to reach out to Pastor John or any one of the pastors of our church. They
are able to meet with you and keep confidences, or find a trained counselor in the community who may do so.
They understand that life settings and circumstances differ, and are able to listen without judgment.
“Ask the United Methodist Church” is an online forum hosted by the General Church Communications team.
They produced a multipart series regarding abortion, which is currently in the forefront of the national news.
In this newsletter, as a matter of space, we have chosen to feature Part 2 as being perhaps the most
informative and relevant for the most of our membership. Feel free to go online to learn more.
Valuing Life Part 2: When care cannot be sustained—Abortion and adoption
Jesus said, “I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest” (John 10:10,
CEB).
United Methodists value human life and strive to help all experience life to the fullest. Including during
pregnancy, for both mother and the unborn life she carries. We also recognize that situations arise that make
it impossible for a pregnant woman to continue to provide care for her unborn child. And sometimes the
mother cannot continue care for the child after birth.
Medical emergencies during pregnancies can happen to any pregnant woman, anytime, anywhere.
Worldwide maternal mortality is the leading cause of death for women of childbearing age. Every 90 seconds
a woman dies somewhere in the world from complications during pregnancy or childbirth. For every woman
who dies, another 20 suffer disability. And in many of these cases, the unborn life she carries dies as well.
United Methodists affirm that when “tragic conflicts of life versus life” happen during pregnancy, abortion may
be a justifiable resolution. And because such situations can happen anytime, anywhere, United Methodists
worldwide affirm and support the legal availability and widespread accessibility of medically-supervised
abortion services.
United Methodists value life, and our positions on the circumstances where abortion is justifiable and the
need for its widespread legal accessibility reflect that. Our life-centered ethics call for as much life as
possible to be honored and preserved. When caring for the unborn puts the life of the pregnant woman at
risk, abortion may be the better way to ensure that.
Our ethics are life-centered, not choice-centered. United Methodists do not support abortion on the basis of
“a woman’s right to choose.” And United Methodists do not support “abortion on demand,” or simply because
it is requested. Further, our life-centered ethics do not affirm abortion as a means of birth control.
United Methodists reject abortion “as a means of gender selection or eugenics.” And we reject late-term
abortions except when the mother's life is in danger, the fetus has already died, or there are severe fetal
abnormalities incompatible with life.

While United Methodists understand the need for women to have access to safe, legal abortions when
necessary, we are also committed to diminishing high abortion rates. We encourage ministries that reduce
unintended pregnancies, such as sex education, access to voluntary family planning, contraception, and
“initiatives that enhance the quality of life for all women and girls around the globe.” These efforts enable
women to plan their pregnancies, have healthy babies, avoid unwanted pregnancies, and to stay healthy and
alive.

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Continued from page 10
Finally, our life-centered ethics call United Methodists to minister with those who have had an abortion,
offering presence and support regardless of the circumstances in which it occurs. Abortion always comes
with a sense of loss and need for healing for the mother and for others close to her.
Life-threatening complications during pregnancy may not be the only factor that make it impossible for a
mother to continue to provide lifelong care for her unborn child. Other circumstances may mean a better
outcome for mother and child is to make the child available for adoption. United Methodists encourage
adoption rather than abortion in all cases where the mother finds she cannot raise her child.
The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church call upon United Methodist congregations to assist
women seeking adoption with appropriate resources and support, including assistance in obtaining
appropriate legal assistance. And they call United Methodists to support adoptive parents, recognizing and
affirming their desire to raise their adoptive child as they would their own biological child.
All Christians facing such situations where care for an unborn life or a born child can no longer continue are
called to prayer, searching the Scriptures, and all other means of seeking God’s will, guidance, and wisdom.
United Methodists also encourage such persons to seek the counsel of parents, family members, clergy, and
professionals in both medicine, counseling, and adoption so the best outcomes, the most abundant life for all
involved, can be discerned.
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications
Names of members with whom we have lost touch—no address, no phone, or unable to reach.
(Please circulate these names in the hope that someone knows and can put us back in touch.)
Vanessa Anderson
Laura “Dixie” Atwell
Rika Beckley
Doris Jean Boddorf
Matt and Tammy Lerch
Donna (Davis) Lewis
Mrs. David (Penny Murphy) Simpkins
Janie Spangler
Melanie (Myers) Theiss
Shawn and Christine Vincent
Names of persons are NOT members, and with whom we have lost touch
The Blair family (children’s ministry)
The Alan and Jill Brooks family (three children baptized here – children’s ministry)
The Jason and Amber Carroll family (two children baptized here – children’s ministry)
The John and Shannon Hunt family (one child baptized here – children’s ministry)
Stephen Ministry is a system through which members of our church are trained and organized to help
provide Christian caregiving to members of our congregation and community. This training will multiply the
amount of caring ministry our church can provide by giving us a whole team of skilled caregivers who are
equipped to bring Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, in crisis, or experiencing other stresses in
life.
Our Stephen Ministry group is hoping to increase the number of Stephen Leaders who are trained to lead our
group. This weeklong training is now offered virtually.
This training comes with a cost to the individual and we are hoping some of you would be willing to help
financially sponsor those who are interested. If interested, you can include your donation in your weekly
envelope, indicating Stephen Ministry Leadership Training on one of the blank lines on the envelope.
We are hoping to start a new Stephen Ministry class at our church in the fall. If anyone is interested in
learning more about Stephen Ministry Leadership training or our fall Stephen Ministry training, please contact
a Stephen Ministry leader or the church office.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Rally Day and Church Picnic Celebration

Sunday, August 28
Eagle’s Pavilion
The church picnic will once again be held together with the annual Rally Day celebration. It will be the kickoff
for a new year of worshipping and learning together. We hope that everyone will plan to attend this
re-gathering of our church family for a time of worship, fellowship, and good food.
The schedule for the day will be:
8:30am Worship Service in the Sanctuary
10:00am All children, youth and adults are invited to gather with their Sunday School teachers for an
activity, fellowship, and planning time at the Eagle’s Pavilion.
11:00am Worship Service at the Pavilion
12:15pm Picnic Lunch
Remainder of afternoon: children are invited to enjoy time together at the playground, while adults
enjoy a time of fellowship
Lunch Menu: Roast chicken, Italian meatballs, macaroni and cheese, baked beans, potato salad,
watermelon, rolls, dessert and beverage
A donation will be requested to offset costs.
Handicap accessible parking and restroom facilities are located at the pavilion.
Reservations will be necessary by August 22. Please make your reservation by visiting the church
website (fumc-clarion.org), or call the church office at 814-226-6660. We will need to know the number of
adults, the number of children and their ages, and if a ride is requested.

We hope to see EVERYONE at the picnic!

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Love Cupboard Food Pantry
A special thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who help stock, deliver, carry out and distribute the
items each month for the Love Cupboard Food Pantry! In JULY, we were able to serve 39 households,
which included 10 new families, for a total of 75 individuals. Those families were made up of 39 adults,
23 seniors, and 13 children.
The donation item for the month of August is All Purpose Cleaner.
Please place your donations in the wooden box located in the Gathering Area.
Please Note: Perishable items are now available. Distribution occurs on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 4:00pm-5:30pm.

The Missions committee is continuing to collect flood bucket items for UMCOR. The collection location is in
the Gathering Area. Dates for visiting the mission barn have not been confirmed at this time.

Thank you to Jill Johns for being our church representative for the Clarion County Orphan Care Alliance.
On Sunday, May 15, Meagan Wrhen, the coordinator of Clarion County Orphan Care Alliance, spoke to our
congregation and presented information through a short video on ways to participate.
The link below will direct you to the four different ways to get involved.

https://www.paorphancarealliance.org/

Stay tuned for details on our upcoming Kids2Kids schedule. We meet the second Sunday each month and
have some great plans for this fall. Your kids are strengthening their hearts for mission and making a great
difference in the lives of many.

Hi Boys and Girls!!
Are you looking for something to do over the summer? Well, even though we won't be having Library Time
during July, and August, the church library will still be open. Feel free to look at the large selection of books
and be sure to check out one or two. You can do that each week if you want. We will have a reading chart
for you to sign and record how many books you have read each week. Mrs. Matson and Mrs. Flower will
have a special treat for the person who reads the most books.
** Please remember to also fill out the card in the book and leave it on the desk.
HAPPY READING!!!!
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith.
There has been a women’s mission organization within the United Methodist Church since 1869. The
first name of our organization was the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society. Over the years, the name
has changed several times, including the Ladies Aid Society, Women’s Society of Christian Service,
United Methodist Women, and now United Women in Faith (UWF).
Our organization has always been open to any and all women who are interested in mission work for
women, children and youth. One has never needed to be a member of a United Methodist Church to be
a member of United Methodist Women, and now our new name is reflective of that. We welcome all
who want to join in a sisterhood of women who are a supportive community and who desire to put their
love into action. And yes, we are still the official women’s organization of the United Methodist Church.
At Clarion First, we have 2 groups (or circles) that meet monthly from September - May. The Naomi
Circle meets the second Thursday of each month at noon, and the Ruth Circle meets the second Tuesday of
each month at 6:30pm. We would love to have you join us. Please contact Karen Vandermeer, Mary Brooks,
or Mary Jo Ford for more information.
This year, our Clarion UWF will be hosting our Franklin District UMF annual meeting on Saturday,
September 17th. Come join us that day and meet other mission-minded women from around our
district. Stay tuned for more information about that meeting.
United Women in Faith have been in mission to women, children and youth for over 150 years—an amazing
legacy of service to others. Why not come join us?

Wednesday Morning Men's Fellowship
Gather at 7:45am with chat, good humor, prayer and studying together. We are currently starting chapter 5 of
the book of Daniel in the Bible. All the guys are welcome! Concludes around 9:00am.

Saturday Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast will not meet in summer. It will resume in September.

Check out the church library! On the second floor of the education wing,
there are books for all ages and interests.
Recent addition to the church library:
30 Days With E. Stanley Jones, Global Preacher, social Justice Prophet
by John E. Harnish
Jack Harnish is a child of our church. Long-time members will recall his parents and
brothers as active participants in all aspects of our church’s life. Jack and his brother Jim
went on to become influential United Methodist pastors. A few months ago, Jack
visited us, renewing friendships and seeing our changes.
In this book, Jack uses the extensive writings and spoken words of Jones to provide us
with several devotionals of a few pages each to inspire and guide us through our days.
Each devotional ends with a prayer. Check in the church library to borrow a copy.
To check out a book from our church library, merely add your name to the circulation card at the back of your
chosen book. Place the card in the small wire mesh basket on the stand adjacent to the door of Room 221.
Library volunteers will take care of the rest.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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News from the Corner - August 2022
April 2022 Finance from the CORNER

General Budget

Receipts

Expenditures

Forecast

$28,816

$31,678

Actual

$27,785

$30,236

Living Stones Loan Balance

$83,921

A special thank you to all who contributed to the challenge to reduce the Living Stones principal by $25,000.
The challenge goal was met and allowed us to get to the present balance. I am pleased to report that the balance at
the end of June was a reduction from the $194,000 loan balance on 1/1/2022.
The vision is clear from our congregation . . . BECOME DEBT FREE!!!!

In worship on July 10th we shared two stewardship celebration moments. So that everyone may hear the
good news, we are providing it for your pleasure. First, we shared that the congregation joined with the
children of Vacation Bible School, matching what the children had raised, providing in total more than $1,089
to help relieve the poverty of Native Americans both in Western Pennsylvania, and also amongst all tribes in
the United States. This donation will be administered by the Native American committees of our Annual
Conference and our national church. (We have Native American descendants in our church—are you
one? Let us know!)
The second sharing was about what we know as our "Living Stones" loan, as follows:
Pastor John: Did you hear about our Living Stones Challenge?
Dr. Dirk Vandermeer: I did! But does everyone know what Living Stones is?
Pastor John: Probably not if they are new to the church. About ten years ago we did this wonderful
renovation with accessibility made to all three floors, including the Gathering Area, the offices,
the church library, classrooms, rest rooms, and for the first time, an elevator. The renovated area has air
conditioning. We took out a loan to get it started. The church has been paying it back at about $5,000 per
month.
Dr. Dirk Vandermeer: Wow! Living Stones made our church much more usable with a lot more "curb
appeal." I guess that's one of the reasons a lot of community groups like using our church to meet and plan
for helping others in our community. But what is the "Living Stones Challenge''?
Pastor John: Dirk, a few months ago one of our families came to say they thought it would be a good
idea to pay down the loan instead of paying so much interest, and become debt free faster. For every $5,000
we can become debt free a full month sooner. They gave a wonderful gift of $25,000 to do so, but said they
would really like it if the congregation would match the gift—making it twice as powerful. We announced their
challenge to the congregation in the May and June newsletters.
Dr. Dirk Vandermeer: So how's it going? How long will it take to raise $25,000 more?
Pastor John: Ta da! Right at the end of June we did it! So in May and June we made two regular payments
of $5,000 ($10,000), the $25,000 gift, then the matching $25,000, along with over $6,000 in interest savings,
and now we are down to a loan balance left of (drum roll) only $83,000!
We'll now pay the loan off over a year sooner. With regular payments we'll be able to pay it off in about 16
months—but faster if gifts like those continue to come.
Dr. Dirk Vandermeer: Wow! That's really great! Now it seems like the loan will REALLY get paid off, and
the church will be able to do even more mission and ministry with the savings. Way to go, church!!
Pastor John: It's hard to find power for your money today—savings rates have been way down for a long
time, and this year the equity markets are down, too. Paying off debt and saving interest sure seems to be
one way to get a better bang for the buck in today's market. Indeed, way to go, church!!

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Newsletters and Pastor John’s sermons are now available online for you to view,
listen to, and/or download. If you prefer to receive your newsletter by email instead of print,
or if you have any questions, suggestions or information for our website,
please email Darren Mackenzie at communications@fumc-clarion.org.

PLEASE NOTE “MAILER” SCHEDULE
Upcoming Mailers: Items for the
September newsletter need to be
submitted by Monday, August 15.
Thank you!
To submit information: If you would like to
submit information for the mailer, please
contact the church office at 814-226-6660 or by
email to communications@fumc-clarion.org.

Any items for the Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child
“Shoebox” ministry will be accepted at any time.
During the months of August & September—School Supplies (pencils, pens,
markers, erasers, pencil sharpeners, scissors, glue sticks, stickers,
smaller size notebooks, rulers, calculators (no batteries) etc.) may be placed in
the wooden box located in the Gathering Area.
Also, monetary donations to help with shipping costs will be accepted at any time.
Please clearly mark a monetary donation for shipping as “shoeboxes postage” and
place it in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office.
Thank you for your support.

HOSPITALIZED?

If you or a family member is going to be placed in the
hospital, or have upcoming surgery, please notify the church office so that the church and
pastor may come and minister to you. You may call the church office at 226-6660 or in
emergency, the pastor on his cell at 412-974-8260.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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