First United Methodist Church—600 Wood Street, Clarion, PA 16214
Online at: fumc-clarion.org

Worship Services
Sunday mornings
8:30 and 11:00am

Sunday School
9:45am
Classes for all ages

June/July 2022 Edition

Live Stream

Both services streamed live
on YouTube
11:00am on 94.1FM

Have you heard about the preacher who opened Easter’s children’s message by asking if the kids knew what
Jesus said when he rose from the grave? One of the young girls gave a wave of her hand, so he called on
her. She threw both hands up into the air and sang out, “Ta Da!” What a happy response! The church
chuckled and clapped.
We are pleased to say that after the first quarter our church giving continues near break-even with expenses.
In fact, just a little over. That’s encouraging during difficult times. Now we share with you another joyful
giving note. One of the families in our church recently came to meet with me. The couple shared that they
had decided to make a special donation in the amount of $25,000 to First Church, and they wanted to
specifically pay down on the principal of the Living Stones mortgage we carry. Moreover, they said they
wanted to use this gift to encourage and motivate others to join them to more quickly pay down the loan.
We have already applied their gift, lowering the present mortgage balance to $137,501 as of April 30th.
For those of you relatively new to the church, the Living Stones mortgage allowed us to complete the
renovation of the west end of our church, including the rest rooms, the elevator, the library, and the Gathering
Area. These locations are heavily used by both church and community as staging areas for ministry and
fellowship.
I was going to write that their thoughtful and generous gift makes sense. Moreover, rather than just making
“cents,” their gift really saves a lot of dollars by not only paying down the principal, but also by eliminating a
lot of interest dollar expense. Let’s thank them by reaching their vision of matching their gift. By quickly
raising a second $25,000, we will effectively pay off the loan a year earlier than scheduled. In uncertain times
it really does make a lot of sense to eliminate debt as quickly as possible. Let’s do this by the end of the
second quarter, June 30th, while at the same time making sure that our General Fund (regular undesignated
giving) remains strong. With our mid-year report we’d love to sing out “Ta Da!” If you are able, help us meet
both these goals.
Together in ministry,
Pastor John
Howard Rhoades (Chair of Church Council and Finance Committee)
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Memorials April 22, 2022 – May 24, 2022
In memory of Rev. William Houben
Given by Suzan Hahnfeldt (Memorial Fund)
In memory of Denny Painter
Given by Tom and Christie Ridenhour (Memorial Fund)
Given by Jennifer, Chad, Carson, Bryce & Owen Weaver
(Memorial Fund)

CONSIDER GIVING TO
THE MEMORIAL FUND
When a loved one dies,
keeping his or her memory alive
is a way of honoring his or her life
and finding comfort in
your own life as a survivor.
Consider contributing a gift
to your church’s Memorial Fund
as a tribute to someone
you loved or have known.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Mindi and Michael Verdill and their family on the loss of
Mindi’s mother, Cathy Neal. Cathy passed from this life on May 10.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Valerie Stitt and her cousins on the passing of her
Aunt Nola K. Riley. Mrs. Riley passed from this life on May 4.

Please call the church office for an address if you wish to send your prayers and cards.

PFC Hunter Craddock of Clarion graduated from Army OSUT/BCT
and Military Police Training Company Alpha 701st.
He graduated from Fort Leonard Wood on Thursday, May 19.
PFC Craddock’s first duty station will be South Korea.
Craddock is a 2021 graduate of Clarion Area High School.

First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Rally Day and Church Picnic Celebration
August 28 at the Eagle’s Pavilion
The church picnic will be held together with the annual Rally Day celebration. It will be the kickoff for a new
year of worshipping and learning together. We hope that everyone will plan to attend this re-gathering of our
church family for a time of worship, fellowship, and good food.
The schedule for the day will be:
8:30am: Worship service in the Sanctuary
10:00am: All children, youth and adults are invited to gather with their Sunday School
teachers for an activity, fellowship, and planning time at the Eagle’s Pavilion.
11:00am: Worship service at the pavilion
12:15pm: Picnic lunch
Remainder of afternoon: Children are invited to enjoy time together
at the playground, while adults enjoy a time of fellowship.
Sunday Morning in the Garden
July 24
9:30 to 11:00am
Please join us between services for a light brunch and visiting in the Memorial Garden.

Saturday Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast will not meet in summer. It will resume in September.

Registration is open for The Young Americans Summer Camp, from June 21 - 24, at Clarion University.
It will be under the direction of Clarion native and FUMC member, Eric Funk, Jr. Eric currently resides in
Los Angeles, California and is the Production Manager for The Young Americans. This camp is designed
to develop participants’ performing arts skills in singing, drama and dance. A performance by The Young
Americans will kick off a high energy variety show by the campers on Friday, June 24 at 7:00pm at the
Marwick-Boyd Auditorium. You will be very surprised by what the kids learn in 4 days! Tickets for the show
will be available at the door. This camp is open to any student entering third grade through grade twelve.
No prior training or experience in singing, dancing, and acting is necessary. For registration information, visit
https://www.youngamericans.org/youth-program/clarionpa/. If you would be interested in housing two or
more camp cast members or have any questions about what that entails, please contact Barb Funk at
EBJEFUNK@gmail.com.

A part-time position open in our church—Director of Christian Education
This part-time and paid position averages ten hours a week. This position was most recently held by
Marlene Steiner, who retired last August. Initially retiring from teaching, Marlene found being director of
education to be an ideal way to do something meaningful while serving her church. This opportunity is great
for a person of faith who would enjoy sharing the gift of our faith with others, while also learning more
themselves! Although you are welcome to help teach, teaching is not required. This position is primarily a
coordinating and equipping position. You would work with and be assisted by the Education Committee of
our church and our Church Council. You would assist and help lead the Education Committee and our
teachers in setting up the programs of Sunday School, Adult Education, and Vacation Bible School.
One of the key areas would be helping to identify and select study topics and curriculums, and help our
teaching staff understand the curriculum strengths. You do not need to be a member of our church in order
to apply. Feel free to share this opportunity and refer quality people our way. If interested, inquire through
the office, or contact Mr. Bill Bailey, chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee (our committee for paid
personnel).
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Bus Trip to Sight and Sound Production of David
Wednesday, August 17
Warrior. Poet. King. After unprecedented victories and devastating failures, David will face the biggest
battle of all, the one within himself. Come alongside this young shepherd on his journey to become a man
after God’s own heart. With original music inspired by the Psalms, David is a state-of-the-art theatrical
experience.
The trip includes Fullington motor coach transportation, a theater ticket, and dinner at the Hershey Farm
Restaurant.
Cost is $216 per adult and $181 per child (up to age 12).
At least 25 people are needed to take the trip. Costs will go down if larger numbers of people attend, and you
will receive a refund from the church for the difference.
Final day for reservations and payment is July 8.
Please submit a check for the full amount made payable to First United Methodist Church of Clarion, marking
the payment for the David Trip. Include names and phone numbers for each person in the reservation.
If the trip has to be canceled, you will receive a full refund from the church.
Schedule:
9:00am
Depart Clarion (church parking lot)
12:00pm Lunch at Capitol Diner, Harrisburg (on your own)
3:00pm
Showtime
5:30pm
Dinner at Hershey Farms Restaurant (included in price)
10:15pm Arrive in Clarion (approximate time)

Come check out Sit ‘n Stitch on Friday mornings from 9:00 to 11:00am in room 102. It’s a fun fellowship
time to work on your own crafting project or work on a requested project. Anybody is welcome to join.

Wednesday Morning Men's Fellowship - gather at 7:45am with chat, good humor, prayer and studying
together. We are currently starting chapter 5 of the book of Daniel in the Bible. All the guys are welcome!
Concludes around 9:00am.

Wednesday Evenings in the Garden
Second Wednesday of the month
5:30pm to 7:00pm
June 8 – United Methodist Women, host with strawberry treats
Meet with missionaries from Guatemala
July 13 – Trailblazers Class, host with homemade ice cream
August 10 – Saving Grace Class, host with treats from The Meadows
September 14 – TBA
October – TBA

Plan to attend our summer evening gatherings in the memorial garden, which were so popular last year.
Good food and friendly fellowship!
Rain location: Dining Room

Wednesday mid-week service at 7:00pm has singing, prayers, and is presently moving through the
book of the Bible, Song of Solomon, also known as Song of Songs. We are starting chapter 4. On June
8th missionaries Rich and Lulu Mroczka will join us. They serve in the mountains of Guatemala. Come and
hear tales of their ministry!
Everyone is welcome. Concludes at approximately 8:00pm.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion

~4~

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

News from the Corner - June/July 2022
Wednesday June 1, 2022
6:00pm
VBS Meeting (Room 102)

Monday June 13, 2022
9:00am - 12:00
Vacation Bible School

Thursday June 2, 2022
WPA Annual Conference

Tuesday June 14, 2022
9:00am - 12:00
Vacation Bible School
6:30pm
Trustees Meeting (Room 102)

Friday June 3, 2022
WPA Annual Conference

Wednesday June 15, 2022
9:00am - 12:00
Vacation Bible School
4:00pm
Love Cupboard Food Pantry

Saturday June 4, 2022
WPA Annual Conference
Sunday June 5, 2022
6:30pm
Youth Group Meeting (Room 001)
Tuesday June 7, 2022
6:00pm
VBS Meeting (Room 102)
6:30pm
Christian Ed Meeting (Room 102/Online)

Wednesday June 8, 2022
5:30pm
Memorial Garden Social
Thursday June 9, 2022
Youth Retreat
12:00pm United Women in Faith Naomi Circle
(Room 102)
2:00pm
Clarion Civics Group (Room 102)
Friday June 10, 2022
Youth Retreat
9:00am
Sit 'n Stitch (Room 102)

Thursday June 16, 2022
9:00am - 12:00
Vacation Bible School
Friday June 17, 2022
9:00am - 12:00
Vacation Bible School
Sunday June 19, 2022
Father's Day
Tuesday June 21, 2022
6:30pm
Finance Committee Meeting (Room 102)
6:30pm
United Women in Prayer Ruth Circle (TBA)
Thursday June 23, 2022
10:00am Second Harvest Delivery
Sunday June 26, 2022
Work Camp
Monday June 27, 2022
Work Camp

Saturday June 11, 2022
Youth Retreat

Sunday June 12, 2022
Youth Retreat
6:30pm
Youth Group Meeting (Room 001)

Tuesday June 28, 2022
Work Camp
Wednesday June 29, 2022
Work Camp
Thursday June 30, 2022
Work Camp

Regular and Weekly Meetings
Sunday
8:30am

Worship Service
(Sanctuary, YouTube)
9:45am
Sunday School Adult Classes
(Call the Church Office for more info)
11:00am Contemporary Service (Sanctuary,
1300AM, 94.1FM, YouTube)
Monday
5:30pm
6:30pm

Adult Bell Choir Practice
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Tuesday
10:00am Staff Meeting
12:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Room 004)

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

Wednesday
8:00am
Journey for Men (Room 102)
7:00pm
Worship Service (Wesley Chapel)
Thursday
6:30pm
Voice Lessons (Wesley Chapel)
6:45pm
NA Setup (Room 102)
8:00pm
NA Group (Room 102)
Friday
9:00am

Sit 'n Stitch (Room 102)

All dates are subject to change.
Please check the website for current schedule.

~5~

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

News from the Corner - June/July 2022
Monday July 4, 2022
Independence Day
Office Closed

Thursday July 14, 2022
2:00pm
Clarion Civics Group (Room 102)

Tuesday July 5, 2022
6:30pm
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
6:30pm
Christian Ed (Room 102/Online)
Friday July 8, 2022
Deadline for David Trip
Sunday July 10, 2022
6:30pm
Youth Group Meeting (Room 001)
Tuesday July 12, 2022
7:00am
Youth Group (Cedar Point)
6:30pm
Trustees Meeting (Room 102)
Wednesday July 13, 2022
5:30pm
Memorial Garden Social

Tuesday July 19, 2022
6:30pm
Finance Committee (Room 102)
Wednesday July 20, 2022
4:00pm
Love Cupboard Food Pantry
Sunday July 24, 2022
Sunday Morning in the Garden
6:30pm
Youth Group Meeting (Room 001)
Tuesday July 26, 2022
7:00pm
Church Council Meeting (Room 102)
Thursday July 28, 2022
10:00am Second Harvest Delivery
Sunday July 31, 2022
12:15pm Youth Group Lunch/Tubing (Cook Forest)

Regular and Weekly Meetings
Sunday
8:30am

Worship Service
(Sanctuary, YouTube)
9:45am
Sunday School Adult Classes
(Call the Church Office for more info)
11:00am Contemporary Service (Sanctuary,
1300AM, 94.1FM, YouTube)
Monday
5:30pm
6:30pm

Adult Bell Choir Practice
The Messengers Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Tuesday
10:00am Staff Meeting
12:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Room 004)

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

Wednesday
8:00am
Journey for Men (Room 102)
7:00pm
Worship Service (Wesley Chapel)
Thursday
6:30pm
Voice Lessons (Wesley Chapel)
6:45pm
NA Setup (Room 102)
8:00pm
NA Group (Room 102)
Friday
9:00am

Sit 'n Stitch (Room 102)

All dates are subject to change.
Please check the website for current schedule.
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July 16
James Reynolds
Kayla Wurster

June 1
Edward Hale
Abby Smith
June 2
Janet Finch
Brian McIlwain
Cameron Meterko
Brenda Nicely
Dylan Smith
June 3
Andrew Banner
Linda Book
Marjorie Henry
Cole Kinney
Susan Pellegrino
June 4
Derrick Cherico
Gretchen Hess
Melanie Lenk
Grace Matson
June 6
Kristin Klingler
June 7
Stephanie Beichner
Ethan Burns
June 9
Lindsay Banner
Dylan Cartwright
Kelsey Glasser
David Kiser
Tracy Milliron
June 10
Tina Gulnac
Brenda Smathers
June 12
Gracelyn Keener
Phyllis Morrow
Lisa Williams
June 13
Christian Anderson
Boone Dehner
June 14
Vaughn Curll
Michael Phillips

July 17
Justin Anthony

June 16
Sandra Foster
Haylee Roman
Chelsea Sierko
June 17
Benjamin Fleming
Vernon Hilyer
Lisa Scilla
Alice Marie Spindler
June 18
Deon Knickerbocker
June 19
Ann Allaman
Brianna Bennett
June 20
Hunter Craddock
Jill Greenawalt
Gavin Hoover
Michael McCormick
Adam Theuret

June 27
Patricia Austin
Eric Funk Jr.
James Kifer
John Moore
Derek Phillips
Deborah Whisner
June 28
Kathy Murphy
Susan Patton
June 29
Jodie Acey
July 1
Margret Lehnortt
Dana Rudesyle
July 2
Deborah Best
William Brosius
Connor Lyle
Dennis Palmer

June 21
Alison Sexton

July 3
Linda Pappas

June 22
Shelley Allen

July 4
Andrea Hale
Stacy Kiser
Kenneth Minich

June 23
James Bolinger
Kelly Dotterer
June 24
James Arner
Ashley Isar
June 25
Nathan Myers
Debra Rankin
Becki Weaver

First United Methodist Church of Clarion

July 5
Erin Songer
Marsha Strattan
July 6
Raymond McBride
Marilee Phillips
Alexander Uber
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July 7
Nathan Brosius
Gene Curll
Dorothy Elliott
Mary Horner
July 8
Clara Belloit
Mason Burr
Deborah Money
Chase Ponsford
David Schwab
Amy Wolbert
July 9
Douglas Evans
Nylene Kerr
Jodi Kesner
Hannah Theuret
July 10
Airic Casserly
July 11
Ethan Kellerman
Peggy Jo Staab
Matthew Wayland
July 12
Eunice Aaron
Heather Lechner
July 13
Brooks Bennett
Donald Niederriter
July 14
Matthew Barger
Dana Wolbert
July 15
Kathy Daugherty

July 18
Kayleigh Buskirk
Kyleigh Buskirk
Richard Elliott
July 19
Randy Stewart
July 21
Riley Carroll
Judy Curll
July 22
Raylene Gourley
Hunter Wayland
July 23
Michael Patton
July 24
Mary Jo Ford
Benjamin Johns
July 26
Shirley Markle
Steve Santus
July 27
Jason Brosius
July 28
Kristina Hilyer
Tricia Phillips
James Smathers
July 29
Jessica Kitchen
Gavin Sanders
Kelsey Wolf
July 30
Jackson Kiser
Janelle Sloan
July 31
Jesse Lewis
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Thank you for participating in Kids2Kids this year! You have made such a difference to so many people in
our church family, our community, and around our world! It is so amazing to watch you as you do so, keeping
God at the center of it all.
Circles of Influence: You’ve worked on many projects over this academic year:
 Sent cards to our friends in the military, our nursing home friends, our church family, and children at
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
 Purchased Christmas gifts for children at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
 Written to and purchased a birthday gift for our adopted student from Compassion International, Danilla.
 Written to and assembled treat bags to our friends at the Clarion Cancer Center.
 Created beautiful bookmarks for our church family, care ministry friends, military students, and college
students.
 Planted beautiful flowers in front of our church for our church family and the whole community to enjoy.
 Packed shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Box.
 Drew pictures and sent poinsettias and candy to our shut-in friends.
 Participated in Random Acts of Kindness with a surprise note and candy for our church family.

You’ve done all this and more with caring hearts
to help spread God’s love to others!

Hearts for Mission: We’ve had lots of helpers this
year and we hope to see all of you and some new
friends in the fall!

Again, you make such a difference to so many people by
the wonderful mission work that you do! Please keep it up
over the summer by helping others in some of the ways we
talked about; and please plan to share with us when we
return in the fall!
“The Lord has told you what is good. He has told you
what he wants from you: Do what is right to other
people. Love being kind to others. And live humbly,
trusting your God.” Micha 6:8
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Love Cupboard Food Pantry
A special thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who help stock, deliver, carry out and distribute the
items each month for the Love Cupboard Food Pantry! In May, we were able to serve 38 households, which
included 5 new families, for a total of 83 individuals. Those families were made up of 47 adults, 20 seniors,
and 16 children.
The donation item for the month of June is DIAPERS (sizes 3, 4 and 5).
Please place your donations in the wooden box located in the Gathering Area.
Please Note: Perishable items are now available. Distribution occurs on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 4:00pm-5:30pm.

The Missions committee is continuing to collect flood bucket items for UMCOR. The collection location is in
the Gathering Area. Dates for visiting the mission barn have not been confirmed at this time.

The Youth Group is once again selling C&A Trees Gift Certificates. If you purchase flowers, trees, shrubs,
or plants OR spend money in their gift shop, please purchase a certificate from the Youth Group. C&A Trees
generously donates 20% of all proceeds back to support our activities. The gift certificates must be used by
June 30, 2022. The certificates are available Monday through Friday in the church office during regular
hours. We will also do our best to be available from 9:15am to 11:00am in the Gathering Area or Wesley
Chapel. If for some reason you cannot make it into the church, please email youthdirector@fumc-clarion.org
and we will get the gift certificates to you in person or via mail. Thank you for not only supporting our
ministry, but also supporting C&A Trees who is a big supporter of our youth in Clarion.
The Youth Group will be having a summer retreat at Jumonville on June 9 through June 12. We will leave
Thursday evening (time TBD) and return on Sunday, June 12, at approximately 2:00pm. The cost is $80 to
attend. If any youth are interested in going or would like more information, please contact Shelly Rhoades.
The Youth Group will once again be staying in Clarion for our Annual Work Camp. The dates were changed
to Sunday, June 26 through Thursday, June 30. We will be staying at the church and will need a lot of
kitchen help for the following times: Monday – Lunch and Dinner, Tuesday – Lunch, Wednesday – Lunch and
Dinner and Thursday – Lunch. We appreciate all of the support that our church gives us on a regular basis.
Please contact Shelly Rhoades if you are interested in attending.
Help the Youth Group support our local Wreaths Across America in December 2022. It is not too early to
sponsor a wreath. Please go directly to our page https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/163866 and
sponsor a wreath in honor or memory of someone or to make a general donation for those veterans who
don’t have a direct sponsor. Wreaths are $15 each. The Youth Group earns $5 for every wreath sold.
For more information or to attend or help with any of the above events, please contact Shelly Rhoades at
814-226-6660 or youthdirector@fumc-clarion.org.

Hi Boys and Girls!!
Are you looking for something to do over the summer? Well, even though we won't be having Library Time
during June, July, and August, the church library will still be open. Feel free to look at the large selection of
books and be sure to check out one or two. You can do that each week if you want. We will have a reading
chart for you to sign and record how many books you have read each week. Mrs. Matson and Mrs. Flower
will have a special treat for the person who reads the most books.
** Please remember to also fill out the card in the book and leave it on the desk.
HAPPY READING!!!!
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Come meet two of our United Methodist missionaries! Lulu Ramirez Mroczka currently
serves in the mountains of Guatemala with her husband, Richard Mroczka, who serves
beside her as a full-time U.M. Volunteer in Mission. They will be with us on Wednesday,
June 8, for our church social and for the evening worship that follows. Read on if you would
like to know more of their background—what follows is from the website of the GBGM UMC
missionaries. The Methodist community in Guatemala is small and has a complex
background resulting from diverse mission outreach from the United States. The Evangelical
Methodist Church is attempting to bring together several streams into a unified whole.
Lourdes is from Puebla Mexico where she is a member of the Shalom Methodist Church. She holds a range
of degrees and certificates in business administration and finance, and also has done postgraduate work in
agriculture. She has worked in the financial and retail industries.
While not born into a Christian family, Lourdes learned to trust in God when she was rescued from a difficult
situation. “Through the years, I learned that it is not my decision but the Lord’s decision that I should look for.
I would like to share with others how Jesus shapes our lives so we can be his instruments to show his glory.”
She was introduced to mission opportunities when she served as a translator for a medical mission team in
Mexico from Tennessee. As she became increasingly involved with the team, she realized that she too could
serve God and others in a missionary role.
The following info regarding her husband I have supplied, as we are friends:
Her husband, Richard Mroczka, is a full-time volunteer in mission serving with the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries. He is from the Western Pennsylvania Conference. Our Pastor John was his pastor in the
1990s when they were both at the Armagh United Methodist Church. Richard was a deep coal miner.
Hearing God's call, he took early retirement, sold his home and belongings, and volunteered to serve in
Nicaragua, a place he learned to love while serving on his local church mission teams. While volunteering in
Nicaragua, he met Lourdes. When she was transferred to Guatemala, they realized they so much enjoyed
serving God together. Soon they married, and now serve together.

Check out the church library! On the second floor of the education wing, there are books for all ages
and interests.
Recent additions you may finding interesting include:
From Iron Butt to Melted Heart by Marshall Madill
The author, a motorcycling enthusiast, was a graduate student at CUP from August 1979 to June 1981.
He was active in our church and choir during that time. Mary Brooks donated this book.
Be Like Jesus by Randy Frazee
A study guide to pursue individually or in a group, this books helps you see that what you believe drives
everything.
The Blacksmith Brides by Amanda Barratt, Jennifer Uhlarik, Pegg Thomas, and Angela Couch
Four historical romances show how hearts are forged by the flames of gentle love.

Come Check Out a New Series - Savannah Secrets
Welcome to Savannah, Georgia, a picture-perfect Southern city known for its manicured parks, moss-covered
oaks, and antebellum architecture. Walk down one of the cobblestone streets, and you’ll come upon Magnolia
Investigations. It is here where two friends have joined forces to unravel some of Savannah’s deepest
secrets. Tag along as clues are exposed, red herrings discarded, and thrilling surprises revealed. Find
inspiration in the special bond between Meredith Bellefontaine and Julia Foley. Cheer the friends on as they
listen to their hearts and rely on their faith to solve each new case that comes their way.
To check out a book from our church library, merely add your name to the circulation card at the back of your
chosen book. Place the card in the small wire mesh basket on the stand adjacent to the door of Room 221.
Library volunteers will take care of the rest.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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April 2022 Finance from the CORNER

General Budget

Receipts

Expenditures

Forecast

$39,205

$32,205

Actual

$29,363

$31,093

Living Stones Loan Balance

$132,864

Living Stones Challenge
We have made significant progress since the beginning of 2022 reducing our debt service of our Living
Stones loan. We started the year with an unpaid balance of $194,500 and as of June 1, 2022 we are sitting
at $126,484. This was aided by the designated gift of $25,000 toward the pay down of principal. This special
payment saved the church about $6,000 in interest owed. Along with this gift was the special request to
challenge the church to match the donor’s gift. The finance committee is challenging us to do just that by the
end of June. This challenge will save the church approximately $6,000 in interest payments.
The letter you received recently was this challenge to each of us. In the three Sundays since this challenge
was made we have received enough to meet our monthly obligation to our bank of $5,105. In addition, we
have received $6,998 toward this challenge. This congregation has done a tremendous job reducing it to its
present service level. With everyone’s support we can not only meet this challenge, but also eliminate the
unpaid balance in 2023. Making these large payments toward the principal cancels out the interest owed if
we were to only pay the monthly set fee schedule.
Howard Rhoades, Church Council Chair

The semi-annual Statements of Giving will be prepared and mailed in July.
If anyone desires to have a box of church offering envelopes, please contact the church office.
David M. Hauser
Financial Secretary

Great news! The Franklin District met the $33,000 goal for the Science Lab block at the Clare Mission High
School in the Makoni-Buhera District of Zimbabwe—and we were able to do it in just seven months!
Thank you for your church’s generous support of this important project!

Stephen Ministry is a system through which members of our church are trained and organized to help
provide Christian caregiving to members of our congregation and community. This training will multiply the
amount of caring ministry our church can provide by giving us a whole team of skilled caregivers who are
equipped to bring Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, in crisis, or experiencing other stresses in
life.
Our Stephen Ministry group is hoping to increase the number of Stephen Leaders who are trained to lead our
group. This weeklong training is now offered virtually.
This training comes with a cost to the individual and we are hoping some of you would be willing to help
financially sponsor those who are interested. If interested, you can include your donation in your weekly
envelope, indicating Stephen Ministry Leadership Training on one of the blank lines on the envelope.
We are hoping to start a new Stephen Ministry class at our church in the fall. If anyone is interested in
learning more about Stephen Ministry Leadership training or our fall Stephen Ministry training, please contact
a Stephen Ministry leader or the church office.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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Newsletters and Pastor John’s sermons are now available online for you to view,
listen to, and/or download. If you prefer to receive your newsletter by email instead of print,
or if you have any questions, suggestions or information for our website,
please email Darren Mackenzie at communications@fumc-clarion.org.

PLEASE NOTE “MAILER” SCHEDULE
Upcoming Mailers: Items for the
August newsletter need to be
submitted by Friday, July 15.
Thank you!
To submit information: If you would like to
submit information for the mailer, please
contact the church office at 814-226-6660 or by
email to communications@fumc-clarion.org.

Any items for the Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child
“Shoebox” ministry will be accepted at any time.
During the month of July—Wow Items! (toys, balls, small books, craft items
(no paint), yoyos, card games, cars, puzzles, flashlights (no batteries), small dolls
or stuffed animals, coloring books, etc.) may be placed in the wooden box located
in the Gathering Area.
Also, monetary donations to help with shipping costs will be accepted at any time.
Please clearly mark a monetary donation for shipping as “shoeboxes postage” and
place it in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office.
Thank you for your support.

HOSPITALIZED?

If you or a family member is going to be placed in the
hospital, or have upcoming surgery, please notify the church office so that the church and
pastor may come and minister to you. You may call the church office at 226-6660 or in
emergency, the pastor on his cell at 412-974-8260.
First United Methodist Church of Clarion
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